
​NEWSLETTER   20th November 2025                        Week 7, Term 4​

​TAMAHERE​
​MODEL COUNTRY SCHOOL​
​Phone: (07) 856 9238​
​Website:​​https://tamahere.school.nz/​
​Email: reception@tamahere.school.nz​

​Wiki/ Week 7 Happenings:​

​Coloured Sand Products​

​You may have seen the recent news about a coloured sand product in New Zealand that may​
​contain asbestos. No one has used the recalled sand products this year at our school/kura.​
​Some of the product has been located in sealed containers in classrooms, and these have​
​been removed in line with​​the​​Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment (MBIE)​
​guidelines.​​As a precaution, we have also removed all coloured sand from our kura using​
​specialists to take away the​​products.​

​At this stage, there is no confirmed issue at our school, and our actions are simply part of the​
​nationwide precautionary approach advised by WorkSafe and the Ministry of Education. We​
​want to reassure you that we are taking this very seriously, without cause for alarm.​
​Have you checked in your homes? The products listed are:-​

​●​ ​EC Rainbow Sand and​
​●​ ​Creatistics Coloured Sand -​​first recall​

​The additional products are:​

​●​ ​14-piece Sand Castle Building Set (Batch no: 42975724)​
​●​ ​Blue Magic Sand (Batch no: 42304364)​
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​●​ ​Green Magic Sand (Batch no: 432919650)​
​●​ ​Pink Magic Sand (Batch no: 42304371).​

​We will keep you updated as information comes to hand.​

​School Donations:​

​Thank you to all those who have supported our​
​school with paying the school donation this year. We​
​really appreciate this and rely on these funds to run​
​our budgets and provide the extras to support our​
​students' learning. We understand times are pretty​
​tough out there and don’t want to put pressure on​
​you. However, if you can help us by paying some, or​
​all of your donation, we would be very grateful.​

​Just a reminder, that if you wish to make a tax claim on your school donation for the​
​2025/26 Tax Year, it needs to be paid before Monday 31st March 2026.  If you require a​
​receipt, please email​​accounts@tamahere.school.nz​​.​

​Lisa Boyd​
​Finance Administrator​

​Round The Bridges!!!​
​What perfect weather to celebrate 80 years of Round the Bridges on Sunday, with more​
​than 7,000 walkers and runners joining in and we were well represented. Everyone came​
​away with a very special medal celebrating 80 years. Congratulations to the big team of​
​TMCS runners who entered:​
​Bryan Z, Vivian Z,  Finn G, Millie G, Evelyn S, Isabelle S, Hudson W, Mila S,​
​Riley H, Oliver C, Abbie T, Lucca T, Ellie K, Tegan K, Blake E-S, Chelsea E-S.​

​Thanks for representing TMCS. Thanks to you, our school was presented with a voucher​
​for sports gear to the value of $200.00 from Hart Sports, for having the 2nd largest​
​school group entered.​
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​Change of Bell Times:​

​Following the sudden change of temperatures, and watching our​
​children get hot and bothered in the sun, we have been trialling​
​slightly altered bell times. We have extended the morning tea​
​break by 10 minutes and shortened the lunch break by 10​
​minutes.​

​The results of this change have been pleasing for everyone. The​
​children have been more focused at learning times. They enjoy a​
​longer break in the cooler morning tea slot. Teachers can have​
​meetings and still get a cup of tea! We have had less incidents​
​in the lunch break and less first aid has been needed in the sick​
​bay.​

​Our new schedule is:​​Morning Tea:​​10.30am to 11.00am  &​​Lunch:​​12.30pm to 1.10pm​
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​Dressing of the Tree 2025​

​Next week, we will walk down to St Stephen's Church​
​for a ‘Dressing of the Tree’ service, which has been a​
​special tradition of Tamahere School for many years. The​
​Syndicates will be attending in two sessions, across 3​
​days, due to the numbers of children.​

​Maungatautari Syndicate (Year 5 & 6) - Tuesday 25th November​
​●​ ​9.00am Service:​​Karaka 15 & Manuka 16 will be leaving​​school at 8.40am.​
​●​ ​11.00am Service:​​Miro 13, Mahoe 17 & Pukatea 14 will be leaving school at 10.40am.​

​(​​please note changed session time​​)​

​Pirongia Syndicate (Year 3 & 4) - Wednesday 26th November​
​●​ ​9.00am Service:​​Tanekaha 12 & Kawakawa 3 will be leaving​​school at 8.40am.​
​●​ ​11.00am Service:​​Nikau 1, Kauri 2 & Matai 11 will​​be leaving school at 10.40am.​

​Taupiri Syndicate (Year 0, 1,& 2) - Thursday 27th November​
​●​ ​9.00am Service:​​Rimu 7, Tawa 19 & Totara 10 will be​​leaving school at 8.40am.​
​●​ ​11.00am Service:​​Horopito 20, Horoeka 21, Pohutukawa​​8 & Rata 9 will be leaving school​

​at 10.40am.​

​We will need at least 3-4 parent helpers per class. Please approach your classroom teacher if you are​
​available to help - no preschoolers, please. Your child will need to wear sensible walking shoes (no​
​jandals please) as we are walking from school. Unfortunately, children who do not have suitable​
​footwear will need to stay behind with a buddy class.​

​If you do not wish your child to attend a ‘Dressing of the Tree’ service, please let your classroom​
​teacher know.​

​Nga mihi nui​

​TMCS Teachers​

​Together As One! Confident Can Do Kids! Honour Be Your Guide.​

​5​



​Samosa Fundraiser – Final 3 days!​
​Last chance to buy delicious Surti Samosas to raise money for the next stage of​
​our STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts & Mathematics) room —​
​completing the concrete/cobble floor and installing benches.​

​How it works:​

​●​ ​$28 per pack of 10 delicious, generously sized samosas (each approx.​
​110 g — “just shy of a pie!”).​

​●​ ​$12 from every pack goes directly toward our school fundraising goal!​
​●​ ​Choose from five mouth-watering flavours:​

​Vegetable (vegan)​
​Lamb​
​Butter Chicken​
​Spiced Chicken​
​Butter Paneer​

​All samosas are made to order, Halal certified, and come chilled and fresh (not​
​frozen). They’ll keep for 16 days in the fridge or up to 12 months in the freezer​
​— perfect for quick lunches or dinners.​

​Ordering:​

​All orders and payments are made easily online via our​
​fundraising webpage​​. Scan the QR code now!​

​Payments can be made securely by credit or debit card.​

​Key Dates:​

​●​ ​Orders closing soon: Sunday 23rd November​
​●​ ​Collection: Thursday 4th December, 2:00 – 3:30 pm (same-day​

​collection only)​
​●​

​Your generous support will help us take the next big​
​step toward a vibrant new STEAM learning space for​
​our tamariki.​

​TMCS PTA​

​Together As One! Confident Can Do Kids! Honour Be Your Guide.​

​6​

https://fundraising.surti.co.nz/t/tamahere-model-country-school?utm_medium=email&utm_source=raisely&utm_content=New%20Team%20Profile%20-%20Welcome%20Email&utm_term=a69aee5e-1078-44b3-9c53-8b0f1035b319


​2025 TMCS GOLF DAY​

​Thank you to everyone who has already entered our 2025 TMCS Golf Day. Although​
​entries officially closed yesterday, we will definitely consider any late entries, subject to​
​available spaces. Please get in contact with Shaun on​​selliott@inghams.co.nz​​if you are​
​interested in making a late team entry.​

​Held at Ngāruawāhia Golf Club next Friday 28th​
​November, here is the programme for the day:​
​9.00am - Arrival​
​9.45am - Briefing​
​10.00am - Shotgun start​
​3.00pm – Rounds should be completed​
​3.30pm – 4.00pm – Prize giving​

​Special thanks to our AMAZING sponsors:​

​Event Sponsor:​
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​TMCS CHRISTMAS IN THE PARK​

​Our wonderful PTA are busy putting together two great community events to round off​
​the year with our Annual Golf Day next Friday​​and the​​TMCS Christmas In The Park​
​2025 Concert & Family Picnic​​evening at the Tamahere Reserve, the following Friday​
​(5th December). Both events are designed to bring our families and community​
​together, and have fun.​

​Thank you to Thomas Estates and Christie’s International Real Estate’s for their​
​sponsorship.​

​There are still some slots available for performers!​​Dancers, singers, bands all​
​welcome - you don't need to be a current school student. Please email​
​tamaherechristmas@gmail.com​​with your performance details or any questions.​

​We have a very enthusiastic Kapa Haka and Christmas Choir who will be part of the​
​Christmas Concert and hope many families will be able to join us for a relaxed family​
​night on Friday 5th December, starting at 5.00pm. The concert will be centered​
​around the Tamahere Reserve Piazza. Please bring your own picnic dinner, so you​
​can come along and enjoy the festive environment.​

​We hope to see you there!​
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​RAFFLE​
​You may recall that earlier this year one of our wonderful​
​school families entered our school into the​​Smith &​
​McKenzie Steakhouse​​Cheesecake Festival. Although our​
​Cheesecake was not crowned the eventual winner, we did​
​receive a $50.00 voucher, which we have chosen to raffle​
​off. We are selling tickets at $5.00 each, with tickets limited​
​to just 100.​​The raffle will be drawn when all 100​
​numbers are sold.​​Please call​​into the office to get in​
​before they are all sold. Thank you for your support and thanks again to Smith &​
​McKenzie Steak House.​

​PUMPKIN NIGHT 2026​

​Save the date in your calendars for​​Pumpkin​
​Night​​2026​​!​

​This time round it is on​​Saturday 28​​th​ ​of March​
​from 3.00 - 7.00pm.​

​Pumpkin Night is a fun filled annual event for the​
​whole Tamahere Community.​

​It is focused on bringing the community together and providing entertainment for​
​everyone. As a major fundraiser for TMCS, the event has lots of food and drinks to buy,​
​along with activities for the family and wonderful live entertainment provided by the kids​
​and local performers. ​

​If you wish to provide sponsorship, assistance or ideas, please feel free to contact the​
​committee at​​TMCSPUMPKINNIGHT@GMAIL.COM​​.​​Or if you have any questions, feel​
​free to get in touch.​

​Giant pumpkin seeds are available for collection from the office, so you and your​
​whaanau can get growing and maybe win the wonderful Mr Wickens Trophy.​
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​Vege Garden Results:​

​Well done to everyone that entered this year's competition, with prizes kindly​
​donated by​
​Amber Garden​
​Centre​​.​

​We are very grateful to​​Christiene Ulrich​​from the Tamahere Garden Club, who​
​took time to visit all the children’s home gardens to carry out the judging. Sadly​
​Christine has let us know that after 5 years of being our judge, next year she will be​
​stepping away.​

​Also a massive thank you to​​Ash Best​​,​​who organised this year's competition.​

​Christiene was very impressed with the creativity of all entries and the enthusiasm​
​shown for gardening by all the children who entered. Well done!​

​Vege Garden Winners - Maungatautari Syndicate​

​1st Place​
​2nd Place​
​3rd Place​

​Hannah D​
​Ben M​
​Eric A​

​Vege Garden Winners - Pirongia Syndicate​

​1st Place​
​2nd Place​
​3rd Place​

​Tom S​
​Damian L​
​Heidi R​

​Vege Garden Winners - Taupiri Syndicate​

​1st Place​
​2nd Place​
​3rd Place​

​Tommy B​
​Lincoln S​
​Pearl D​

​Achievement Awards were presented to:​
​Lyra N, Vida U, Penny U, Madison S, Evelyn S, Brendan M, Nicky A, Summer L, Pippa R,​
​Henry R, Archie L, Joy B and Ian C.​
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​ICAS Certificate Presentation​

​At last Friday’s Assembly, ICAS Certificates were presented to our Year 4, 5 & 6 students​
​who were awarded Merit, Credit and Distinction Certificates in Mathematics, Digital​
​Technologies, Writing, Science, English and Spelling Bee. CONGRATULATIONS!​
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​Celebrating Musical Talent​

​Also at last Friday’s Assembly, we were treated to a​
​musical performance from 4 of our senior students,​
​Yasser A​​,​​Pearse L​​and​​Georgia S​​, who impressed​
​everyone with their drumming skills.​

​Then the entire school was treated to a memorable​
​performance by​​Elijah D​​, who not only played​
​guitar but also sang Coldplay’s “Sky Full of Stars".​

​Announcing Whaanau & Class Relay Results​

​We are pleased to be able to announce that​​Karaka​​15​​won the​​MAUNGATAUTARI CLASS RELAY​​,​ ​Tanekaha​

​12​​were the winners of the​​PIRONGIA CLASS RELAY, Pohutukawa​​8 were the winners of the Year 0 & 1 relay​
​races and Tawa 19 won the Year 2 relay.​ ​And the​​winner​​of the 2025 WHAANAU RELAY was HOIHO.​

​A jump off was held for the 2nd and 3rd place for the 10 Year old Boys High Jump this week and we are​
​pleased to confirm the final results were as follows:​

​10 YEAR OLD BOYS​

​High Jump​

​1st     Pearse L​
​2nd   Quinn B​
​3rd    Oliver C​
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​Primary & Intermediate Schools Golf Competition​

​The​​2025 Primary and Intermediate Schools Golf Competition​
​was held at Pirongia Golf Club last Friday.​

​There were 98 competitors, entered across three divisions.​
​Pearse L​​,​​Blake H and Jake L​​represented TMCS in the​
​competition, with all boys playing fantastic golf.​

​Blake​​tied for the lead with another competitor after the nine​
​holes. He hit a great hybrid club into the 1st playoff hole, the 9th,​
​and sunk a pressure putt for a birdie and the win.​
​Congratulations Blake!​

​Tamahere Community Centre AGM - Tuesday 25th November at 6.45pm​

​A reminder that our​​Annual General Meeting​​is​​NEXT​​Tuesday 25th November at​
​6.45pm​​i​​n the Tamahere Community Centre.  We would​​love as many people as​
​possible to attend.  You do not need to be on the committee or have intentions of going​
​on - it is a great opportunity to hear how the year has progressed and intentions for the​
​future.​
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​There is absolutely no pressure to join the committee but we would welcome any one​
​who is keen to join. We look forward to seeing you there.​

​Kind Regards,​
​TCC Committee​

​Are you interested in becoming a Vege Garden Judge or Coordinator For Next Year’s Competition?​

​With the departure of Christiene, we are on the hunt for a​
​keen gardener or gardeners, to become​​Judge’s for next​
​year's Vege Garden Competition​​- this could be​
​grandparents, aunties, uncles or anyone who has a bit of a​
​green thumb.​

​The Ag Day Committee is also looking for someone to take​
​on the role of coordinating next year’s competition. If you​
​want to know more about either Judging or coordinating​
​the Vege Garden Competition, please email​​agday@tamahere.school.nz​​.​

​End of Year Library News​
​Week 7​​…last week for issuing​
​Week 8​​… NEXT WEEK…ALL library books must be returned to the​
​school library  before the end of the week for the annual​
​STOCKTAKE. NO ISSUING.​
​WEEK 9​​…Library CLOSED for STOCKTAKE​
​WEEK 10 and 11​​… Library OPEN both weeks for summer holiday issuing until 12.30pm  on​
​the last day of school.​

​Summer Holiday Issuing​
​Years 2,3,4 & 5 can issue up to 15 library books per student. Students must have a form​
​signed by a parent/caregiver. The permission forms can be picked up from the library.​
​Parents can also call into the library to issue books, if you would like to read books to​
​your children. Please bring a bag!​

​Lunchtime Librarians​
​Our shared lunch will be on Tuesday, December 9th.​
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​Can you help feed our worm farms over the summer holidays?​

​We would like some help to look after our worm farms​
​during the summer break. This would involve feeding them​
​once a week. If you can help over the summer holidays,​
​even for part of the holidays, please email Hayley Bacon​
​hbacon@tamahere.school.nz​​. Thank you.​

​THANK YOU MORNING TEA​
​FOR ALL OUR WONDERFUL PARENT & SCHOOL COMMUNITY HELPERS​

​We would like to thank everyone who has supported us this year, the many​
​wonderful parents, caregivers, friends and sponsors who have stepped forward to​
​help us in so many ways during the school year.​

​From sponsors, sports coaches and managers, trip helpers, PTA, book helpers,​
​classroom assistants, and many more... we want you to know that your assistance​
​is invaluable to us and our school simply wouldn’t function the same without your​
​help!​

​As a token of our sincere appreciation for all of your assistance throughout the year, we warmly invite you​
​to attend a special morning tea to be held in your honour:​

​WHEN:​ ​Monday 1st December​

​TIME:​ ​10.30am​

​WHERE:​ ​Tamahere Community Centre (TCC) Foyer​

​We look forward to sharing this occasion with you!!​

​Upcoming Dates:​

​TERM 4​
​November / Whiringa-ā-rangi​

​WEEK 8​

​Raatuu​​/Tuesday 25th​ ​★​ ​Dressing The Tree - Maungatautari Syndicate​
​★​ ​Board Meeting at 7.00 pm​
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​Raapa​​/Wednesday 26th​ ​★​ ​Dressing The Tree - Pirongia Syndicate​
​Raapare​​/Thursday 27th​ ​★​ ​Dressing The Tree - Taupiri Syndicate​

​Raamere​​/Friday 28th​ ​★​ ​2025 TMCS Golf Day​
​★​ ​Road Patrol Fun Day​
​December / Hakihea​

​WEEK 9​
​Raahina / Monday 1st​ ​★​ ​Thank You - Parents & Sponsors Morning Tea 10.30am​
​Raapare​​/Thursday 4th​ ​★​ ​Year 6 Graduation​

​Raamere​​/Friday 5th​ ​★​ ​SEH City Athletic Sports - Hillcrest High School​
​★​ ​Christmas Carols Evening at the Tamahere Piazza​

​WEEK 10​
​Raahina / Monday 8th​ ​★​ ​Road Patroller Training Day (rescheduled)​
​Raapa​​/Wednesday 10th​ ​★​ ​PRIZE GIVING 10.30 am to 12.30 pm​
​Raapare​​/Thursday 11th​ ​★​ ​TAUPIRI BIG DAY IN​

​Raamere​​/Friday 12th​ ​★​ ​MAUNGATAUTARI - BIG DAY OUT​
​★​ ​PIRONGIA - BIG DAY IN​

​WEEK 11​
​Raatuu​​/Tuesday 16th​ ​★​ ​PTA End of Term Sausage Sizzle​
​Raapa​​/Wednesday 17th​ ​★​ ​End of Term 4 - school day ends at 12.30pm​

​LAST MINUTE Calendar Art Orders OPEN NOW - DON’T MISS OUT!!!​

​This is a reminder that we're currently taking orders for Calendar Art.​​The first order is currently in production. If​
​you missed out placing your order before the close off, we have opened up a late order link, closing on​​Monday 24th​
​November at 11.59pm.​​These make unique Christmas gifts for family and friends and are perfect​​for posting​
​overseas.​

​Follow these instructions to place your order online:​

​1/. Go to​​www.kidsartworks.com​
​2/. Use the Entrance Code: K​​*..... (add in your entrance code from your welcome letter e.g. "KZ3452")*​
​3/. Enter your child's room & name​
​Payment can be made over the website via credit card or account2account.​

​This 2nd and final order is open until 11.59pm on Monday 24th November 2025.​
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​PB4L - Positive Behaviour for Learning​

​Students of Week 6​

​Kia Maia, Kia Manaaki, Kia Kotahi​
​Class needs/student voice​

​NIKAU 1​ ​Jackson M​ ​MIRO 13​ ​Michael M​

​KAURI 2​ ​Janiyah Z​ ​PUKATEA 14​ ​Teacher Absent​

​KAWAKAWA 3​ ​Leah S​ ​KARAKA 15​ ​Oasis R​

​RIMU 7​ ​Millie T​ ​MANUKA 16​ ​Sebastian C​

​POHUTUKAWA 8​ ​Riley D​ ​MAHOE 17​ ​Jordan Y​

​RATA 9​ ​Evie H​ ​TAWA 19​ ​Libby C​

​TOTARA 10​ ​Zoey S​ ​HOROPITO 20​ ​Teacher Absent​

​MATAI 11​ ​Thomas C​ ​HOROEKA 21​ ​Emilia C​

​TANEKAHA 12​ ​Zoe R​
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​Community Notices​
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